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On GOOD SENSE. 


IS with great Pleafure I frequently hear 
thefe Lines of Mr. Pore repeated : 
Good Senfe—which only is the Cift of Heav'n, 
And tho’ no Science, foirks worth the feu'n. 
They have a downright, mafculine Air 
fuitable to the Sentiment they exprefs ; and 
M4 the Sentiment will ever be approv’d, wile 
. we fee it fo entirely confirm’d by the Hi!- 
tory of human Life. And yet, notwithitanding this general 
Concurrence in the Poet’s Opinion, I fancy his Readers would 
hardly agree, fhould they foberly attempt to explain and 
apply it. 
tape cs € of Good Senfe by Standards which we ourfelves 
have eftablifh’d. We look at human Life from a certain wid 
Aaa peculiar 
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peculiar Point of View, which our Circumftances determine and 
fix for us. Thofe T hings which are of moft Importance in our 
own Situation, or which occur moft habitually in the Courfe of 
our own Ideas, we naturally regard as moft eflential to Action 
and Society. Hence the ftrange Difagreement which we 
obferve among Men, when they « compare the feveral Purfuits 
of their Neighbou rs, and cftimate the Worth of the Objects 
which they purfue. And as all agree that the principal 
Ufe of good Senfe is to rate Objects according to their 
intrinfic Value, and to obferve a ri ght Conduct in purfuing 
them, they of Confequence differ as widely about Good Sente 
itfelf, as about thofe particular Objects with which it is con- 
verfant. Afk the Stock-jobber, or meer Man of Traffic, his 
Opinion of Good Senfe, and if a Virtuofo, a Lover, or a 
Poct overhear you, he will exclaim againft your Inquiry with 
Laughter and Contempt. The Moralift will be aftonith’d, 
if you appeal to the -reclufe Mzthematical Inquirer 5 and the 
Politician will proteft againft the Sentence of the Divine. 
Yet all talk of good Senfe, and acknowle sedge its Authority 
in the Conduct of Life: all imagine they are well acquainted 
ja it, and are fure of its Concurrence in the Value which 

rey put upon their ref fpectiv ve Purfuits. However, by proceed- 
rar cautioufly with each of them, I fancy we may at laft fix 
upon certain Poleioan, againft which none of them will have 
any material Objection, and which will enable us to decide 
pretty clearly what Gogd Senfe is, and what are its proper 
Functions in human Society. 

In the firft Place, Good Senfe is evidently an Attribute of 
the Underftanding. It implies 2 certain Degree of Wifdom, 
rather than of Knowledge. For thefe are pla tinly different ; 
Knowledge denoting the Stock of Ideas, and Wifdom the 
juft Application and Ufe of them ; Knowledge the Furniture 
of the Houfe, and Wifdom the Giconomy. Good Senfe, 
being converfant about Society and the Activity of Life, im- 
plies therefore a certain Proportion of this Gconomy, 2 
Degree of Dexterity and Vigour in the Mind. So that 
Dulnefs of Apprche nfion, and Weaknefs of Judgment, are 
mott certainly inconfiftent with our Notion of Good Senfe. 

I will venture to fay befides, and perhaps the Reader will 
think me very adventurous in faying fo, that neither has 
Good Senfe any thing to do with Greatnefs of Genius, or 
with fuch extentive and powerful Talents as place thofe whe 
potiefs them in the foremoft Rank, either of the aétive or 
of the fpeculative Work a For who talks of the Good Senfe 
which Sir Ses Newton difcover’d in writing his Principles 
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ef Natural Philofophy ? or Milton in executing his Paradije 


Loft? And as to the Provinces of Government and War, 
I never heard that Scipio Africanus in his Conteft with Haz- 
nibal, or Lycurgus in his Eftablifhment of the Lacedaemonian 
Commonwealth, behav’d, either of them, like Men of Good 
Senfe. It would be giving an inadequate, inferior Idea to 
call them fo; it would be deftroying the natural Order of 
the Human Syftem, and reducing fuperior Beings to the 
Level of common Mortals. Nay, we do not only conceive 
of fuch great Men as fuperior to the Authority of meer Good 
Senfe, but we find them frequently deficient in this Particular. 
Hiftory furnifhes us with Inftances, both in aétive and in 
ftudious Life, of Men who, by the common Voice of their 
Fellow-creatures, have been fet up as Objects of Veneration 
and Aftonifhment, who yet, on certain Occafions, have 
difcover’d ng great Dexterity or Acutenefs of Reafon. 
And as it happens that Inftances of this Kind generally relate 
to the minuter GEconomy of Social Life, and frequently to 
the meer Animal Life, they confequently fall within the 
Notice of many Men net at all remarkable for fuperior 
Talents, who never fail to laugh very heartily on fuch Occa- 
fions, and to find themfelves fufficient Amends in their own 
Common Senfe, for the Partiality of Nature in not having 
made them Wits and Philofophers. But a Mind always 
converfant with extenfive Views, cannot cafily habituate 
itfelf to a Microfcopic Attention ; and is not apt to imagine 
that others are hourly imploy’d in Confiderations fo totally 
different from its own. Hence proceed thofe frequent Slips 
in the lower Politics of Life, and efpecially that Want of 
Circumfpection, and that unlucky Simplicity, which we love 
fo much to gaze at in Men of this Character. 

It may perhaps be neceflary here juft to put the Reader in 
mind that our Obfervation of this Imprudence and Abfence 
of Thought in the great Geniufes of the active World, was 
founded chiefly upon ancient Hiftory. For had he examin’d 
the Truth of our Remark by modern Examples, he might 
perhaps have wonder’d to fee the Arts of Government and 
War reckon’d among thofe Things, which make it impof- 
fible or difficult to attend to minute Circumftances and 
temporary Expedients: efpecially when he faw the Fact 
accounted for by thofe large extenfive Views, which are 
fuppos’d to ingrofs the Confideration of Warriors and Po- 
liticians. 

And thus Good Senfe is diftinguifh’d both from the loweft 
and the higheft Characters of the Human Species: it mutt 
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therefore belong to a middle Rank of Men. But in Under- 
ftindings, even of a middle Rank, it is very far from being 
confta ntly found. We obferve many Perfons in different 
Arts ond Profeffions of Life, whofe Talents are really con- 
Gderable i in their own Way, who yet are neither great Ge- 
niufes, nor Men of Good Senfe. Many able Mathe -maticians, 
not to be rank’d with Newton or Barrow ; mary Matters of 
Mufic, much inferior to Handel or Corelli; in fhort, many 
Profeffors of Arts and Sciences, neither of the higheft or the 
loweft Order, are grievoufly deficient in the ri ght Conduét 
of their private Affairs, and confequently f. ar from being in- 
titled to the Charaéter of Good Senfe. Yet thefe particular 
Arts, as Mathematics efpecially, require confiderable Degrees 
of that Vigour and Dexterity of Mind which we before laid 
down as neceffary to Good Senfe. We mutt therefore take 
into our Account the particular Subjects, upon which this 
Dexicrity and Vigour of the Mind is exercis’d. For it may 
te difcover’d very eminently when imploy’d about fome Sub- 
ic&'s, and yet feem totaliy” wanting when direcied to others. 
We may therefore venture to fay, that Good Senfe is not 
corccrn’d in the Management of particular Arts and Sciences. 

If fo, Good Senfe muft neceliarily, and can only, be con- 
cern’d in fuch general Matters of Human Society as do, or 
may, equally belong to any Man, as fuch, or as 2 reafonable, 
focial, moral Creature. It is, in fhort, a Degree of Acute- 
nefs and Strength of Underftanding fuffcient to dire&t a 
Man rightly, in the Cap: icity of a Man. I fay to dire him 
rightly, not to condud ? him rightly : -becaufe Good Senfe does 
net imply Virtue, or even Prudence ; at leaft we fee Men 
aé amifs, even when they think arizht, and Good Senfe ex- 
tends not further than to ri ight thiaking 

‘Good Senfe therefore is nothing more than right thinkiag, 
applied to the common Affairs of Human Life, or to fuch Con- 
cerns as belong, in common, to the Human Species. And 
to think rightly in this Senfe of the Phrafe, implies two 
Things; firft, that we cfteem Objeéis according to their 
juft Value and Importance in Life ; and fecondly, that we 
reafon in fuch a Manner from the Appearances before us, as 
will dire&t us upon the whole to the fecureft and beft Enjoy- 
ment of the Objects we purfue. 

It was obferv’d above, how greatly Men differ in their 
Notions of Good Senfe, and how naturally this Difference 
refults from the different Objeéts to which they are habi- 
tuated. We value thofe Objeéts the moft, with which we 
gre moft converfant ; and our Neighbours, wha are — 
ant 




















Literary and Hiftorical RecisTER. 365 


fant with fomething elfe, readily call our Good Senfe in 
queftion for valuing them fo much be syond what they deferve. 
Yet after a little Rcfle <tion, they will frankly allow that 
there may be fomething real in Mr. Such a one’s Enjoyments; 
for that in other Refpe as, he isa Man of Good Senfe. Tis 
only his over-rating it fo much, that we are offended at. No 
Man difputes with Crito, whether there be an elegant and 
real Pleafure in poffefing fo fine a Collection of Medals and 
Pictures ; but Crito mutt excufe me, if I think there is a 
more elegant and a more valuable Pleafure in making an ami- 
able Woman happy, and in providing fer the Ufefulnefs 
and Independence of a promifing Son; and if Crito had 
thought fo too, the World would have wanted its only Ex- 
ception to his Character of Good Senfe ; though it muft be 
own’d, that hardly any Inftance of this fort of Idolatry, fails 
to be attende “d with many fuch Exceptions. For it almoft 
unavoidably leads us to make many unjutt ; and abfurd Compa- 
rifons between our favourite Object and others of infinitely 
greater Importance and Dignity. 

The fecond great Fun&tion of Good Senfe, is, that it ena- 
bies us to draw right Inferences from what we fee in this 
Drama of Men and Things. There are many Perfons in 
the World, who with the trueft Judgment of the Utility 
and W orth of Objects, are fadly miltaken and difappointed 
in Life, becaufe they do not ri chtly interpret the aie 
nances and Manners of Men, or the Prob: ibility and Haz: 
of Things. ‘This may proceed either from an Inactivity aa 
Neglizence of Mind, or from Simplicity of Heart, or even 
from too much Subtili ty and Refinement. From whatever 
Caufe it proceeds, it always contradicts and excludes Good 
Senfe, the compleat Definition of which is in few Words, 
A juft Valuation of common Objetts, and a found Way of rea- 
foning upon common Appearances; meaning by common, fuch as 
relate to the general Conftitution of human Nature, and oc- 
cur inthe general Bufinefs of human Life. 


On the Great Mistake of EDUCATION, 
Ex quovis ligno non fit Mercurius. 


HE greateft Benefits which Society in general, or any 
Community in particular enjoy, do indifputably arife 
from the joint Endeavours of every Member of either, to be 
as ufeful as they can jn their feveral Capacities. And thefe 
Endca- 
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Endeavours, which every Individual is bound to exert, are 
always more or lefs fuceefsful, according as the Faculties, 
with which Providence has furnifhed him for the Purpofe, are 
applied with Propriety or not. 

Nothing is more plain to cvery Man who makes any Ob- 
fervation at all, than that, in the Structure of the material 
and animal Syftems, the Powers and Abilities of every coniti- 
tuent Part, are wifely contrived to bear a general Tendency 
to the Good of the Whole. The Powers or ‘Qualities of every 
Individual are fuch, both in Kind and Degree, as bear a 
pretty near Proportion to the Imperfections and Deficiencies 
ef each other; and confequently, fuch as tend moft directly 
to prevent the Inconveniencies, which through thofe Imperfec- 
tions and Deficiencies might otherwife be introduced into 
the CEconomy of the Warwarhe. —It is no lefs obfervable, I 
think, that the Mifapplication of Things, and their Powers, 
is always produtive of various Evils and ~ Inconveniencies ; 3 or 
at leaft, inconfiftent with that Harmony and good Order, 
which a proper ufe of them fhould feem naturally to be at- 
tended with. 

Thefe Obfervations are exactly applieable to the Rational 
Creation.—The Wants of human Nature, though originally 
perhaps but comparatively few, are now extremely various, 
both in Kind and Degree. Inclement Elements fubjeét us to 
Complications of Pain: Events by us unforefeen, and there- 
fore called Accidents, expofe us to not only Dangers, but 
real Calamities : As Commerce, and with it Luxury encreafed, 
the Demands of Nature became aggravated, and a vaft Varie- 
ty of others were introduced.—Now to fupply thefe Defivicn- 
cies and remedy thefe Evils, the joint Labour of all who are 
involved in the fame Condition of Nature, becomes requi- 
fie. The bare Poffeffion of the good Things of the vegeta- 
ble and animal World, will not of itfelf furnith a Man with 
the Comforts, or even Negeflaries of Life. ‘The fimple Ac- 
quifition of the Materials of Foed and Raiment, Gc. will 
not be fufficieut to make them ufeful to him, on any other 

Suppofition, than that of every Man’s being fo far fkilled in the 
Knowledge of improving every thing, as to be alle of him- 
felf to render them capable of being ferviceable to him ; 
which no Man, I prefume, is. The mutual Concurrence 
therefore of every Member of Society, is the only Founda- 
tion of the mutual Comfort and Happinefs of the whole. 

And, if I am not miftaken, to thefe Wants and Deficien- 
cies, to this Defign of eftablifhing mutual Comfort and Hap- 
pinefs, the Capacities of Men are pretty exactly adapted, and 
their 























Literary and Hiftorical REGISTER. 367 


their refpetive Talents proportion’d. Thofe of our Wants 
which employ the Mechanic, the Tradefinan, and _fuch like, 
are moft in Number; and therefore ordinary Geniufes do 
abound the moft. Every body is fubject alike to thofe, and every 
body accordingly with a little Application, equal to the Tafk of 
mutual Help. On the other Hand, thofe Exigencies of an 
higher Nature, which do not concern us properly as Individu- 
als, but rather as a Body comprehended under certain Cir- 
cumftances (a Nation fuppofe) thefe, I fay, are not fo many 
or frequent; and Abilities therefore which are requifite to 
anfwer fuch Exigencies are accordingly more rare. “The Ad- 
miniftration of a Government is manageable by a few; and 
thofe fuperior Talents, and that Addrefs which the Intricacics 
ef State, and the eafy Difpatch of Councils require, are 
accordingly difpenfed with a lefs liberal Hand. The Bufinefs 
of Arms implies rather cafual Events than ordinary Calami- 
tics, and therefore the Provifion againft them is ftill more fpar- 
ing. The Condué of Flects, and the Difpofition of Armies, 
we have may little to do with perhaps above once in an Age; 
and accordingly, the extenfive Skill of a Drake or Raleigh, 
the calm Intrepidity of a Marlborough or Eugene, are not 
commonly met with inevery Rank of Men. 

I am not therefore of Opinion with thofe Men, who 
feem to imagine that Education alone can furnifh Abilities ; 
as many confefledly do, if their Actions bear any Refem- 
blance to their Sentiments. For otherwife, why does every 
rutal ’Squire lay out for his Sons, as faft as they are born, and 
before they have difcovered any Signs of the ufe of Reafon at 
all, their refpective Pofts in future Life? The Second (for 
the Eldeft by his Birthright claims the Privilege of doing 
nothing at all) the Second I fay, muft be a Difpenfer of the 
Laws ; the’ Third a Pillar of the Church; the Fourth a Phy- 
fcian, and fo on ; and all this becaufe their Father isa Gen- 
tleman of Fortune ; when perhaps, far from being quadifed 
for the important Care of Men’s Souls, Lives, and Fortunes, 
each of them had been employed more for the Service of 
the Publick, in hewing of Wood, and drawing of Water. Alas 
if a Man is originally bleffed with no greater Share of Parts, 
‘than fuch as can barely attain to the Contrivance and Fabri- 
cation of an Horfe-fhoe, you may whip him thro’ a School 
for ten Years together, give him a Round of Degrees in the 
Univerfity, nay, and after all this a Bifhoprick into the 
sargain, yet he'll ftill be the fame incorrigible and ufelefs 
Blockhead. This is an Evidence to me, that every Man 
has a Set of Talents of his own ; and that Providence, con- 
fidering 
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fidering how much Men would want Cloaths more than 
Law, or Phyfick, at the fame Time that it has endowed fome 
with Talents for Pleading and Prefcribing, has wifcly or- 
dained a much greater Number with Capacities adapted to 
nothing higher than the neceflary Employments of ‘Taylors 
and Coblers. 

I had faid in the beginning of this Paper, that the Mifap- 
plication of Things, and their Powers, in the inanimate or 
lower Part of the animal Creation,- was often productive of 
many Evils, and always fatal to good Order: and that this 
was alfo true of the rational Syftem. And furely, I need 
not take a great deal of Pains to convince any body that 
it is. When we have heard, with all the Solemnity of a 
Roman Orator, though without any of the Strains of Roman 
Elequence, a Difpenfer of the Britif Laws, labouring thro’ 
an unintelligible Charge to a Country Jury ;—or, with all 
the Gravity of a primitive Chriftian, the fleek Chaplain ha- 
ranguing his Audience with inexplicable Nonfenfe, how have we 
Jamented the Vanity and Miftakes of thefe poor Men’s Parents, 
who, by their foolith Ambition, thus robbed the Publick of 
fkilful Excifemen and able Porters ! I cannot, I confefs, hear 
a pretty young Barrifter lifping a mifquoted Claufe of an old 
Act of Parliament, without fecretly wifhing that he would 
inftantly retire from a Place, where it is plain he can have 
no Bulinefs; and confider, that he never was defigned to 
fill an higher Office in the public Service, than that of 
vans out Bergamot and Orange-Chips to the Britifh 
sadies. 

The lower Parts of Life are alfo affe&ted by thefe fame 
il-judged Proceedings. If a Youth is fixed for Life be- 
hind a Compter, who manifeftly ought to have been plead- 
ing his Country’s Caufe in the Senate; the Mafter can- 
not expect his Bufincfs fhould go on fo well, as if he 
had taken into his Shop a Boy, whom Nature had 
defigned for nothing better. The Youth will be found per- 
haps with a Virg:/ in his Hand, when he ought to be fquab- 
bling with a Country-Woman about Soap and Candles : Or 
deep in the Intrigues of Roman Statefmen, when his Matter 
expects he fhould have been pofting his Accounts. For 
volatile Spirits will not fettle to the dull Drudgery of 
Lofs and Gain ; and therefore ought carefully to be 
thrown at firft into a proper Channel, left they take a 
Turn, that may one Day be fatal to themfelves and others 
too. 

I fore- 
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{ forefee already an Objection that will be made to this ; 
and that is, that the Parents of fome Children, that may be 
born with fuperior Geniufes, are yet not poffefled of the 
Meaus of training them to the more eminent Profeffions ; 
and that therefore neither God nor Man can reafonably ex- 
pect of them, that they fhould give them an Education 
which is attended with Expence. But in anfwer to this, I 
will fay likewife, that neither has God given fome Men the 
Means of cloathing or feeding themfelves ; yet this is fo far 
from being an Argument for their being left to ftarve, that it 
has always put well-difpofed People upon contriving fuch Me- 
thods as would fupply them with the A@ans, by erecting 
Alms-Houfes, Charity-Schools, &c. And in like manner it 
is a Reproach to any Nation, that abounds with Men who 
pretend to patronize Learning and Arts, if they do not efta- 
blifh a Fund for the Encouragement and Support of liberal 
Education, for the Benefit of fuch as happen to be born, 
and muft otherwife inevitably perifh, in a ufelefs Obfcurity 
under all the Difadvantages of a—Res angu/ta domi. 

Thefe Reflections on the manifeft ill Confequences of our 
not attending to, and properly applying the Talents of our 
Children, one would think our own Intereft and Convenien- 
cy fhould teach us to make a right Ufe of. Which if we 
could perfwade ourfelves to do, I am apt to think, we fhould 
foon fee an agreeable Alteration in the Affajrs of the World. 
If Gentlemen of al] Ranks and Denominations would once 
diveft themfelves of that Family Pride, which fo univerfally 
cleaves to them, what might we not hope ? What might we 
not expect from the able Endeavours of the lufty Offspring of 
many a "Squire, if they were permitted to exert them at the 
Anvil, rather than in /Vcftminfter-Hall ? In fhort, the Con- 
veniencics which would arife from fuch a rational Condué in 
Parents, are too many and apparent, to make it neceflary to 
treat of them more at large. If they would difcover with 
Care, fuitably cultivate, and apply with Caution, the Geni- 
ufes of their Children, our Laws would be difpenfed with 
univerfal Propriety, and our Horfes fhod to the greateft De- 
gree of Exactnefs and Security. 

But to dwell no longer on the Miftakes of our Conduét, as 
attended with Inconveniences, we had beft take Care that they 
be not criminal. It gives usa noble and exalted Idea of Pro- 
vidence, when we carry our Reflexions beyond the vifible and 
material World, to conceive it likewife difpofing every part 
of the rational Creation, = the.fzme Harmeny and beauti- 
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ful GEconomy : where Wants and Supplies are exaétly pro- 
portioned , and where the Almighty feems to have ordained 
fome Deficiencies and Imperfections,- as if on purpofe to give 
us the greateft Indications of his Wifdom and Goodnefs in 
his Methods of regulating and controuling their Effeéts. 
When therefore by our Perverfenefs we ftop or divert the 
Operation of any part in this glorious Syftem, fhall we call 
it a Miftake only, a trifling Error? Is it not manifeftly fet- 
ting up our own Will in Oppofition to the Divine ? And is 
not eyery Parent chargeable with doing fo, who educates a 
Child in fuch a Way as his Talents are not fuited to, and 
confequently never were defigned for ? I believe Mr. Woolafton 
it will be allowed me, has undeniably proved, in his admira- 
ble Treatife upon the Religion of Nature, that he, who in 
any Inftance ufes any thing, even any part of Matter, in 
fuch a Manner as it apparently could never be defigned for, 
ufes it as being what it is mot, and fo in faét denies it to be 
what it 7s, denies the very Truth of Things, and confequent- 
ly is guilty of an Aétion mcrally Evil. And 1 cannot fee 
why the fame Argument will not hold here: A Man has a 
Son born to him, of an ordinary Capacity ; and the firft In- 
ference he ought to make upon the Difcovery of that, is, 
that he was defigned to fill fome ordinary Poft in the Service 
of the Publick, to which fuch a Meafure of Intelleéts is moft 
nearly equal. If a Conclution fo obvious as this, does not 
occur to a Parent, he muft have a very fmall Share of Pene- 
tration himfelf. If it does, and he aéts inconfiftently with it, 
by obliging Nwmps to dream in a Roftrum, when he is but 
qualified to whiftle on a Dung-Cart ; he applies the Faculties 
of the faid Numps, as being what they are not, and fo denies 
them in fact to be what they are, denies therefore the very 
‘Truth of Things, and confequently is guilty of an Action 
msrally Evil too, But with this Aggravation, that whereas 
‘n the former Cafe, the Immorality is for the moft part, only 
on Evilin fe; in this, it is equally criminal in fe, and gene- 
rally attended with Confequences that are fatal to the Peace 
ind good Order of the Univerfe; and therefore, as far as it 
1s chargeable with fuch Confequences, an Jmmorality of ¢ 
deeper Dye. If the Man 


——Who but wifbes to invert the Laws 
Of Order, fins againft? th’eternal Caufe ; 
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what muft we pronounce of another, who actuated by Va- 
nity, Ambition, or Self-Will, does in reality invert them 5 
and deliberately counteracts the Defigns of Providence, to the 
Prejudice of his Fellow-Creatures, and in fpite of his Muker! 


EUGENIO. 


The two Littl Brack Spanizts. 4 Fable. 


A Few Days ago, I went to fee my Friend, Jack Townley. 
Fack, you know, is a Sportfman. As 1 happened to 
come in juft after Dinner, I found him lolling at his Eafe, 
at one End of his Couch ; and no Company with him, ex- 
cept his two little black Dogs, which he values fo much for 
being of King Charles’s Breed. I fat down by him; and after 
faying a Word or two to himfelf, began to pay my Compli- 
ments to his Dogs: the little one that was between us, re- 
ceived my Careffes very gtatefully, and with rather more 
Fondnefs than I car’d for; whereas the other; the very Mo- 
ment I went to ftroak one of its long Ears, fell a fnarling, 
and miffed but very little of biting off two or three of my 
Fingers. After I had pretty well recovered my Fright, I won- 
der, Fack (fays 1) you will keep fuch an ill-natur’d Cur in 
your Houfe; but, as to this little Thing, 1 could love it 
for ever! *Tis the beft-natur’d, fondeft Creature; I ever faw 
in my Life. Ah, fays ‘ack, how little do you know of 
Dogs ? at leaft; you know mine very little. They are both 
pretty near of the fame Temper; and their different Beha- 
viour to-day, is only by Accident. My little Bitch is juft 
come from making a good Dinner with me ; whereas my Dog 
is doing Penance. Yefterday in his Gambols he happened 
to fling down a Tea-Table, and break all my Wife’s China 
that was upon it; to-day about the Beginning of my Dinner 
he began to fondle upon me for a Bone. AsI was angry 
with him for his late Behaviour; inftead of yielding it to him, 
{ gave him a good Rap with it over the Nofe, and flung it 
direétly to the Bitch. He took this Preference fo very un- 
kindly, that he retir’d immediately, teap’d up on the farther 
End of the Couch: and has laid there ever fince, either fullen 
or fnarling. Were I to court hint ever fo little with a Leg 
of that Partridge, you'd fee him, in a Minute or two, full as 

Bbb2 Good- 





372 Th MUSEUM: Or the 
Good-natur’d as the other: but the Thing is, he has fot eat 
a Bit from my Hands all this Day. 

N.B. This Fatle was written about the End of the Year 1741. 





The Estimate of Lire. Jn Three Parts. 


I MELPOMENE, 


= — — — Reafon thus with Life; 

If I do lofe thee, I do lofe a Thing, 

That none but Fools would weep. 

SHakeEsP. Meaf. for Meaf. 

Frsprinc of Folly and of Noife, 
Fantaftick Train of airy Joys, 

Ceafe, ceafe your vain delafive Lore, 

And tempt my ferious Thoughts no more. 

Ye horrid Forms, ye gloomy Throng, 

Who hear the Bird of Midnight’s Song, 

Thou too Defpair, pale Speétre, come, 

From the Self-murd’rer’s haunted Tomb, 

Whilft fad MELPoMENE relates, 

How we're afflicted by the Fates. 

What’s all this wifh’d-for Empire Life ? 

A Scene of Mis’ry, Care, and Strife ; 

Our Youth is filly, idle, vain; 

Our Age is full of Care and Pain ; 

¥rom Wealth accrues Anxiety ; 

Contempt and Want from Poverty , 

What Trouble Bus’nefs has in ftore ! 

How Idlenefs fatigues us more ! 

‘To Reafon th’ Ignorant are blind, 

The Learned’s Eyes are too refin’d ; 

Each Wit deems every Wit his Foe, 


Each Fool is naturally fo ; 
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And ev’ry Rank and ev’ry Station, 
Meet juftly with Difapprobation. 

Say, Man, is this the boafted State, 
Where all is pleafant, all is great? 

Is aught in Pleafure? aught in Pow’r # 
Has Wifdom any Gift in ftore? 

Tell me, ye Youthful, who approve 
Th’ intoxicating Sweets of Love ; 
What endlefs, namelefs Throbs arife, 
What Heart-felt Anguifh, and what Sighs, 
When Jealoufy has gnaw’d the Root, 
Whence Love’s united Branches fhoot ! 
Or grant that Hymen lights his Torch, 
To lead you to the Nuptial Porch ; 
Behold the long’d-for Rapture o’er! 
Defire begins to lofe its Pow’r, 

Then cold Indifference takes Place, 
Fruition alters quite the Cafe ; 

And what before was Extafy, 

Is fcarcely now Civility. 

Do Pow’r or Wealth more Comfort own? 
Behold yon Pageant on a Throne, 
Where filken Swarms of Flattery, 
Obfequious wait his afking Eye ; 

But deep within his tortur’d Breaft, 

(No more the downy Seat of Reft) 
Sufpicion cafts her poifon’d Dart, 

And Guilt, that Scorpion ftings his Heart. 

Will Knowledge give us Happinefs ? 

In that (alas) we know there’s lefs! 
For ev’ry Pang of mental Woe, 
Springs from the Faculty to Anow. 

Hark ! at the Death-betok’ning Knell, 

Of yonder doleful Paffing-bell ; 


Peghaps 
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Perhaps a Friend, a Father’s dead, 
Or the lov’d Part’ner of thy Bed ! 
Perhaps thy only Son lies there, 
Breathlefs upon the fable Bier ! 
Say, what can eafe the prefent Grief, 
Can former Joys afford Relief ? 
Thofe former Joys temember’d ftill, 
The more augment the recent Ill. 
What Woes from moral Ils atcrue ! 
And what from natural enfue ! 
Difeafe and Cafualty attend 
Our Footfteps to the Journey’s End ; 
The cold Catarrh, the Gout, and Stone; 
The Dropfy, Jaundice, join’d in one, 
The raging Fever’s inward Heat, 
The pale Cenfumptidn’s fatal Sweat ; 
And thoufand more Diftempers roam, 
To drag us to th’ eternal Home. 


II CALLIOPE, 


Inter cunéta leges & percunétabere deios, 
Qua ratione queas traducere leniter evum. 


Hor. Lib. 1. Ep. 18.) 


RIM Superftition, hence away, 
To native Night, and leave the Day ; 
Nor let thy hellifh Brood appear, 
Begot on Ignorance and Fear ! 
Come gentle Mirth and Gaiety, 
Sweet Daughters of Society ; 
While fair CALLioPe purfucs 
Flights worthy of the chearful Mufe. 
O Life, thou great effential Good ! 
Where ev’ry Bieffing’s underftood ! 
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Where Plenty, Freedom, Pleafure meet, 
To make each fleeting Moment fweet ; 
Where moral Loves and Innocence, 
The Balm of fweet Content difpenfe, 
Where Peace expands her Turtle Wings, 
And Hope a conftant Requiem fings ; 
With eafy Thought my Breaft infpire, 
To thee I tune the fprightly Lyre. 

From Heav’n this Emanation flows, 
To Heav’n again the Wand’rer goes, 
And whilft employ’d beneath on Earth, 
Its boon Attendance Eafe and Mirth, 
Join’d with the focial Virtues three, 
And their calm Parent, Charity, 
Condué& it to the facred Plains, 
Where Happinefs terreftrial reigns. 
’Tis Difcontent alone deftroys 

The Harveft of your rip’ning Joys ; 
Refolve to be exempt from Woe, 
Your Refolution keeps you fo. 
Whate’er is needful, Man receives, 
Nay more, fuperfluous, Nature gives ; 
Indulgent Parent, Source of Blifs, 
Profufe of Goodnefs to Excefs ! 
*Tis, Man, for thee the Zephyr blows, 
For thee the purple Vintage flows ; 
Each Flow’r its various Hue difplays, 
The Lark exalts her vernal Lays ; 
To view yon azure Vault is thine, 
And my Evpocia’s Form divine. 

Hark ! how the renovating Spring 
Invites the feather’d Choir to fing ! 
The Gay and Youthful all advance, 
Together knit in feftive Dance ; 
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See blooming Hese leads the Way, 
For Youth is Nature’s Holiday. 

If dire Misfortune fhould employ 
Her Dart to wound the timely Joy, 
Sollicit Bacchus with your Prav’r, 

Nor earthly Goblin dares come near, 

Care puts an eafier Afpect on, 

Pale Anger fmooths her threat’ning Frown, 
Mirth comes in Melancholy’s Stead, 

And Difcontent conceals her Head. 

‘The Thoughts on vagrant Pinions fly, 
And mount exulting to the Sky. 

There with enraptur’d View look down, 
On golden Empires all their own. 

Or let, when Fancy fpreads her Sails, 
Love waft you on with eafier Gales, 
Where in the heart-bewitching Groves 
Eupurosyne, fweet Goddefs, roves ; 
This all the ancient Bards employ’d, 

*T was all the ancient Gods enjoy’d, 
Who often from the Realms above 
Came down qn Earth, t’indulge in Love. 

Still there’s one greater Blif in Store, 
*Tis virtuous Friendfhip’s focial Hour ; 
When Goodnefs from the Heart fincere 
Pouss forth Compaffion’s balmy Tear ; 

For from thofe Tears fuch Tranfports flew, 
As none but Friends and Angels know, 

Bleft State ! where ev’ry thing confpires 
To fill the Breaft with heav’nly Fires ! 
Where for a while the Soul muft ream, 
To preconceive the State to come, 

And when thro’ Life the Journey’s paft, 
Without Repining or Diftafte, 
Again 
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Again the Spirit will repair, 

To breathe a more cceleftial Air, 

And reap, where blefled Beings glow, 
Completion of the Joys below. 


Il. TERPSICHORE., 


——~Aids SD ayaroy re uaxoyv te. Hom. Od. 8. 
Hac fatis eft orare Fovem. Qui donat et aufert, 
Det vitam, det opes ; aquum mi animum ipfe parabo. 


Hor. Lib. I. Ep. 18. 


Efcend, Affrea, from above, 
Where Fove’s ceeleftial Daughters rove, 
And deign once more to bring with thee, 
Thy earth-deferting Family ; 
Calm Temperance, and Patience mild, 
Sweet Contemplation’s heav’nly Child, 
Reflection firm and Fancy free, 
Religion pure and Probity, 
While all the Heliconian Throng 
Shall join TERPsICHORE in Song. 
Ere Man, great Reafon’s Lord, was made; 
Or the World’s firft Foundations laid ; 
As high in their divine Abodes, 
Confulting fat the mighty Gods, 
Fove on the Chaos looking down, 
Spoke thus from the imperial Thrones. 
Ye Deities, and Potentates, 





Aérial Pow’rs and heav’nly States, 

Lo, in that gloomy Place below, 

Where Darknefs reigns and Difcord now, 
There a new World fhall grace the Skies, 
And a new Creature form’d anfe, 


Cee Who 
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Who fhall partake of our Perfeétions, 
And live and a&t by our Direétions. 
Let therefore ev’ry Godhead give, 
What this new Being fhould receive. 
But Care important muft be had, 
To mingle well of Good and Bad, 
That by th’allaying Mixture, he 
May not approach to Deity. 

The Sov’reign fpake, the Gods agree, 
And each began in his Degree. 
Behind the Throne of ‘Jove there ftood 
Two Veffels of cceleftial Wood, 
Containing juft two equal Meafures, 
One fill’d with Pains, and one with Pleafures ; 
The Gods drew out from both of thefe, 
And mixt them with their Effences, 
(Which Effences are heav’nly ftill 
When undifturb’d by nat’ral Ill, 
And Man to moral Good is prone, 
Let but the moral Pow’rs alone, 
And not pervert them by Tuition, 
Or conjure ’em by Superftition.) 
Hence Man partakes an equal Share 
Of pleafing Thoughts and gloomy Care, 
And Pain and Pleafure e’er fhall be, 
As + Prato fays, in Company. 

Thofe who with pious Pains purfue 
Calm Virtue by her facred Clue, 
Will furely find the mental Treafure 
Of Virtue, true and real Pleafure : 
Follow the pleafurable Road, 
That fatal Siren reckons good, 


3° 


+ See the Phedo of Plate. 
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*T will lead thee to the gloomy Cell, 

Where Pain and Melancholy dwell. 

Healt’ is the Child of Abftinence, 

Difeafe «f 2 luxurious Senfe ; 

Defpair, th acllifh Fiend, proceeds 

From loofen’d Thoughts and impious Deeds ; 
And the fwect Offspring of Content, 

Flows from the Mind’s foft Government. 
Thus, Man, thy State is free from Woe, 

If thou would’ft choofe to make it fo ; 
Murmur not then at Heav’n’s Decree, 

The Gods have giv’n thee Liberty ; 

And plac’d within thy judging Breaft, 
Reafon, as an unerring Teft ; 

And fhould’ft thou fix on Mifery, 

The Fault is not in them but thee. 


PHILARETES. 





———— 


LITERARY MEMOIRS. 


Jo the Keeper of thee MUSEUM. 
SIR, 


Have long fince had fome Thoughts of a Work, which 
(cou’d I finifh it agreeably to the Idea I have of it) might be 

a very neceflary and very ufeful one. It may be called, The 
Harmony of the Gospexs: Or, the Life and Doétrines of 
our B. Saviour, collected from the four EVANGELISTS ; 
wrote regularly, and in the common Stile of our own Hiftories. 
What I fhould endeavour in fuch a Work wou’d be to follow 
the real Senfe, but not the Words or Manner of the Original : 
and to give it in fuch Language, as might render it more intel- 
ligible than it ufually is, to acommon Englifh Reader. J here- 
with fend you, Our Saviour’s Sermon on the Mount, done in 
the Manner which I fhould propofe to follow throughout the 
cc 2 Work, 
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Work. If you think it worth'while to hand it to the Pub- 
lick, it wou’d oblige a conftant Reader of your Paper; and 
if I find that it is not too much, or too generally difapproved 
of; I may poflibly go on with the whoic, in the fame Man- 
ner. Jam Sir, 

Your very Humble Servant. 


Our Savicur’s SERMON on the Mount. 


M. iv. 3) HEN 7efus had paficd over all the Country 
of Galilee, preaching the Forgivenefs of sins 
upon Repentance, and healing many of their Infir- 
. Mities, he retired to a Mountain not far from Caper- 
‘naum; where after fpending the whole Night in 
Prayer, he called his Followers together the next 
Morning, and chofe out of them twelve Pe:ions for 
his more conftant Affiftants. Thefe he called his 
M.iv. 2,,Apoltles. In the mean time a great Number of 
People expected him at the Foot of the Mountain ; 
L. vi. 17.fome to hear his Doétrine, and feveral with their dif- 
L. vi. 17.eafed Friends to be healed by him. ‘Fe/ws, as foon 
as he had conftituted his new Officers, immediately 
M.v. 1. defcended with them tothe Multitude Won he 
came near them, he feated himfelf on an Eminence ; 
M.v.1.&and in their Hearing inftructed the Twelve, vwnem 
L. vi. 17.he had juit chofen out for his Affiftants, in the Sum 
of that Religion they were toteach. 
He began with fetiling that impertant Cucition, 
M. v. 3. 32 what the true Happinefs of Man contits. ‘* Gap- 
py (fays he) are the humble-minded; for tc them 
belongs the bleffed State which 1 am fent to preach 


M. v. 4. unto you. Happy are they who gricve for their Sins ; 
L. vi. z1.for they fhall receive Comfort. Happy are the Mild 
M. v. 5. and Gentle, for they fhall enjoy the promifed Land of 
M.v.6. Peace and Pleafure. Happy are they who are ear- 
L. vi. 2T-neft in doing good ; for they fhall be fatisfied therein. 
a F Happy are the Merciful ; for Mercy fhall be fhown 


unto them. Happy are the Pure in Heart, for they 
—v.9. are fit to enjoy the Prefence of God. Happy are the 
Peace-Makers; for they imitate their Father which 

——v. 10. is in Heaven : But happy above all are thofe, who 
L. vi. 24. perfevere in Righteoutnefs, even thorough Perfecu- 
tions and Reproach; for their Happinefs fhall be 
raifed in proportion to their Sufferings. B 
e 
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Be not miftaken, it is not either Wealth or Plenty L. vi. 24. 
that can make Men really happy ; it is neither the —— 25. 
Enjoyment of this Life, nor the greateft Acquifitions —— 25- 
of Reputation and Glory ; for thefe have all hap- 
pened to the worft of Men. Rather happy are youM. v. 11. 
when Men fhall reproach and perfecute you, becaufe 
you follow my Doétrine. Rejoice therefore and tri-— v. 11. 
umph in your Sufferings, as Earnefts of a greater 
Reward in a nobler State. It was thus that they 
perfecuted the Prophets before you. *You now are 
the Men, who, by your good Lives and Inftructions, — v. 13. 
are to keep the ret of Mankind from Corruption: 

If you once lofe your Virtue, you grow ufelefs and 
contemptible. ‘The Eyes of Men are upon you; you— v. 14. 
are to enlighten them, and to be ufeful in your Ge- 
neration. Let this be your Glory, to convince them — y. 16, 
by your virtuous Lives; that they alfo may become 
virtuous, and by that Means may, together with you, 
render the moft effe€tual Honour you can to your 
Father, which is in Heaven. 

Think not, that I am come to take away the_ , 
Laws of Virtue laid down to you by Ades and the 
Prophets. No: they are never to be alter’d as long— v. 18. 
as the World endures. My very Bulinefs is to com-__ y, 17 
pleat them; and my Followers I fhall value or reject 
according as they neglect or obferve them. My-— Vv. t9. 
Dodtrine only requires you to be virtuous ; more 
virtuous indeed, than the Teachers of this Age re-— v. 20. 
quire you to be. 

They tell you only, that the Law commands you y, 
todo no Murther ; and enforce it only with the 
Fear of being called to an Account for it in our 
lower Courts of Juftice. Itell you, that if you are 
angry with any Man withoyt aCaufe, you deferve 
to be punifhed for it : If you ufe any one ill, you 
deferve {till greater Punifhment for it here ; and if 
you go on to ufe him worfe, the Punifhment referv- 
ed for the Wicked hereafter. Good-will towards 23, 
one another is better than Sacrifice ; and indeed the 
only Way to qualify you to offer that as you ought. 

Renew your Good-will to Men, before you dare to. 24, 
afk any Favour of God ; and go about this great_._ 2, 
Work immediately, left you be called away to Pu- 
nifhment before you have compleated it. Otherwife 26. 
you 
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you may aflure yourfelves that you will be punifh’d 
in full Proportion to your Offences 





M. v.27. Our Teachers tell you barely th it the Law for- 
3. bids Adultery : I tell you, that even to look ona 
"oman with evil Defires, is forbidden by law. 

— zo. You muft crdeavour to conquer your moft (<ttled 
Paffions, and to tear them from your Breatt. s 


—— 5°.is difficult indeed; but is it not better to go tho- 
rough fuch Difficulties here, than to fuffer for it fo 
terribly hereafter ? 

— 31. They tell you, that if you wou’d be parted from 

~ your Wife on any Account ; ’tis only giving her a 

—- 52. Bill of Divorce. I tell you, that you ought not to 
be parted from you Wife on any Account, except 
what makes you unfupportable to each other. A 
trifling Caufe will not juitify fuch a Separation: and 
Perfons after they are parted on lefs Accounts, if they 
marry again ; are as much guilty of Adultery, as if 
they had ne ver been parted at all. 

——- 33. They tell you only, that the Law commands 

you not to {wear falfely, becaufe you fwear before 

—— 34.(5od: I tell you, that it is not only the Name of 

. God that you are not thus to abufe: Swear not by 

“the Heavens, for it ishis Throne; nor by the Earth, 

—— 3% which is his Footfteol: Neither by any thing upon 
the Earth, nor any thing belonging unto thee ; for 
every thing belongs chicfly to ‘God, and is wholly 

—— 37-in his Power. Ute not yourfelves therefore to the 
common Afleveraticns ; but let your Converfation 
be plain and innocent: What is beyond that does 
not become my Followers. 

—— 35. They teach you, as from the Law, that you 
fhould retaliate, and exact an equal Punifhment on 

tf Bhpanas who have injured you : On the Contrary, I 

&L.vi.29.command ay not to refent Injuries. ”Tis better 

to bear any Infult or Impofition that is tolerable, 

L. vi. 31-than to lies it. Forgive others as far you could 

reafonably with to be forgiven by another yourfelves ; 
and remember that tis your Profeffion to fhew 

V- 42 -vourfelves chiefly in Acts of Good-Nature, and in 
Charity. 

“—- 43- They teach you, as from the Law, that you 

fhou’d love your Neig ehbours and hate your Enemies ; 

—— 44.but I command you to love even your Enemies 

fv! 27.themfelves: to blefs thofe that curfe you, to do 


Good 


M. 
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Good to them that hate you, and to pray for them 
that perfecute you. Thus may you imitate yourM. v. 
Heavenly Father, who gives forth his common Bene- 

fits of Light and good Seafons, both on the Juft and 

on the Unjuft. In doing Good to thofe that do—— 
Good to you, you may follow only your worldly 
Interefts : this is a Sort of Traffick, and letting out 
your Kindneffes to Advantage. Do you ferve People], yj. 
as far as you can, without expecting any Return 
here; and it fhall be return’d to you largely here- 
after. Love all Men, and do Good to all; and L. vi. 
imitate thereby the univerfal Goodnefs and Mercy M. v. 
— Father which is in Heaven. L. vi. 
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ut when you do Good to others, either byM. vi, 1. 


Alms or otherwife, do it not before Men for their 
Approbation ; left by that Means you lofe your 
Reward with God. Be not like thofe Hypocrites, —— 
who are never charitable but in the moft public 
Manner and the moft public Places: fuch as defire 

the Praife of Men; and have that, and that only, 

for their Reward. When you give any thing in 
Charity, give it with the utmoft Secrecy ; and your 
“gaa who feeth in fecret, will reward you open-—— 
. In like Manner when you pray, be not like thofe—— 
Hypocrites who pray in public on purpofe to be 
diftinguifh’d by Men: but retire and pray in fecret ; 
and your Father, who feeth in fecret, will reward you 
openly. 

In Prayer, avoid alfo that Fault of the Gentiles, —— 
who fear they fhou’d mifs fome Bleflings, if it were 
not for their much fpeaking ; whereas God knows all 
our Wants, even before we apply tohim. Pray you 
rather after this Manner. ‘** Our Father, who art—— 
** above all Things, may thy Name be glorified 
** and honoured by all: may Virtue obtain in the—— 
** World ; and thy Will be obey’d here on Earth, 

“¢ as it is in Heaven. Give us this Day’s Necefla-—— 
ries; and forgive us our Offences, even as we——— 
** forgive them that have offended us. Suffer us. 
** not to fall into greater Temptations than we can 

refift; or do thou gracioufly deliver us out of __ 
** them. For all Power is thine, and to thee _— 
66 a] 
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‘¢ all Glory afcrib’d throughout all Ages.”— I havé 
added your forgiving your Enemies here, as the 
neceflary Condition of your being forgiven by God 
Almighty; and fuch, you may affure yourfelves, 
you will find it ever to be. You muft be merciful 
to one another, as you wou’d hepe for God’s Mer- 
cy toward you. 

When you faft be not like thofe Hypocrites, 
who put on a difmial Look on purpofe that it may 
be perceiv’d. Do you rather endeavour to conceal 
it from the World. Let it appear only to God in 


‘fecret ; and your Father, who feeth in fecret, will 
‘reward you onenly, 


In fhort, labour not for any Poffeffions in this 


. World, where every thing is uncertain; but labour 


that you may enjoy fomething in the next, where 


every thing is certain. Let this be the Aim for that 


Defire of Happinefs which rules in the Breaft of every 


-one. If that lead right to Futurity, every Action 
. will be improving of it; but if it be mifplac’d on 


thisW orld, every Endeavour will be the contrary. On 


.the one, or the other, it muft be fixt; we cannot 


be worldly and heavenly-minded together: in | 
Inftance in which we prefer one Intereft, we mu 


-reject the other. ”*Tis therefore that I teach you to 


give up worldly Thoughts as much as poffible. 
Diftra& not your Mind with Cares, either as to 
Provifion, or Rayment. The Fowls of the Air 
make none of the mighty Preparations, about which 
Men trouble themfelves fo much: the Hand of 
Providence feeds them ; and do you think it will 


-leave you neglected? Man is impotent in himfelf ; 


and careful as he is perpetually for the Nourifhment 
of his Body, who is there that with all his Cares can 
add one Cubit to the Height of it? And why are 
you concern’d for Rayment? Confider the Lilies of 
the Field how they grow, and how beautiful they 
appear. Nature gives them a Drefs finer than the 
Robes of the greatert Monarch that ever was upon 
Earth. Every Blade of Grafs is the Care of Provi- 
dence ; and fhall it leave you neglected? Be not 


.concern’d then either for Food or for Rayment. You 


have 
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have.greater Things to mind. Your Heavenly Fa-M.vi. 33° 
ther knows your Wants in thefe Points; and if you 
follow the Paths of Virtue, your true and principal 
Concern, he will not fail to fupply thefe lets Points 
to you, Diftraét not therefore your ‘Thoughts with 
To-morrow’s Affairs: To-morrow will bring Evilsb——— 34. 
enough with it then, without our foreftalling them to- 
day. Each Hour has tufficicnt Diftractions of its 
own. 

Much lefs be taken up in the Bufinefs of others : M. vii. 1. 
Judge not, that you be not judged. If you are 
fevere in condemning others, you may expect the—— 2. 
greater Severity yourfelves. And indeed ’tis fhame-I.. vi. 41. 
ful to pretend to be fo quick-fighted in the Faults M. viii. 3. 
of our Neighbours, when we are ftark blind to our 4: 
own. Correct your own Faults firit, and you may-— g, 
be fit to tell others of their Faults, When you give 
any one Advice, do it not rafhly; but contider 
whether the Perfons can bear it. Whatever Defeéts_ _ 
you find in yourfelves, apply to your Heavenly Fa-_. 17, 
ther, who will affift you in the right Way: as to——— 12, 
your Duty ’tis all fum’d up in this Precept, Do, as 
you wou’d be done by. Enter upon that Courfe_ 
of Life which [ teach you: You will find it ftri€ter 
than what you have been us’d toy but then remem- 
ber, it leads to Salvation. 

You ought to be particularly careful, how you. ¢, 
hearken to fuch as pretend to be Meflengers from 
Heaven. There is this certain Rule, by which you____ 4¢ 
may aflure yourfelves that they are Pretenders only : / 
Ifa Man be a bad Liver, he cannot be a true Pro-y, y; 43. 
phet. By this Means you may judge of any Teacher: 
and for my Part I fhall ufe the fame Rule in judging yy yij. 21, 
of my Followers. *Tis not he that calls me Lord, 
but he who lives a Life of Virtue, that is my Dif- 
ciple. Were any to boaft even of doing iia... 22. 
in my Name, I know them not, unlefs they are 
good Men. Ail Things elfe are feeble and uncer- 24. 
tain: this is the only fure Foundation. L. vi. 47. 

Upon this Footing our Saviour left his Inftruétions L, yij, 1. 
to his new Affiftants, in the Hearing of the Mul- 
titude. ‘There was one Circumftance very remark- 
able, and perhaps peculiar to this Occafion. As our 
Saviour cou’d not at the fame Time inftru& his 
Difciples, and attend diftinétly to the Numbers of 
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] 
fick Perfons whe were brought to be heal’d by him ;: 
all the Time he was teaching the Former, fuch of 
the Latter as cou’d get to touch only his Garments, 
found themfelves recover’d from their Infirmities. 

L. vi. 19.So that he continu’d at once healing the Diftrefs’d, 
in a more powerful Manner than ever had been feen ; 
and inftructing his Followers in nobler Notions of 
Religion than had ever been heard. 


Letters and Memorials of State, &c. Publifoed by 
ArtTuur Couuins, E/7; Second Vol. Fol, 


Seconp EXTRACT. 


S this Volume includes a very large Tract of Time, from 

1596 to 1663, it is not furprizing if, with regard to 

fome of the Years within that Period, the Collection is very 
defective, and totally filent with refpeét to others. 

The Reign of Queen Elizabeth is fo fruitful in great Events 
and extraordinary Characters, that I am perfuaded the Reader 
will think himf{clf agreeably informed, in turning over the 
Letters of Rowland White, which take up the firit Sheets of 
this Volume. They contain impartial Relations of the State 
of the Englifh Court, of the Factions which divided it, of the 
News and Politicks which employ’d its Attention, of the Cere- 
monies and Diverfions which contributed to the Splendor and 
Gaiety of it; not to mention Accounts of a more private 
Nature, concerning the Family-Affairs and Purfuits of his 
Patron Sir Robert Sydney, which help one to form fome Idea 
of the Domettic Giconomy of that Age, and of the real 
Temper of the Queen herfelf, and of thofe great Perfons 
who were the Difpenfers of her Favours.— Thefe Letters are 
writ in a plain natural Style, and tempt one to wifh more than 
once, that Sir Robert had never ftirred from his Government 
of Fiufhing; for during his Refidence in England, the Cor- 
refpondence is difcontinued. 

We meet with feveral Anecdotes of Lord Effex; as for In- 
ftance, in pag. 90. Mr. White writes as follows. ‘* I know 
“* you will be forry to hear what grieves me to write of ; 
*< it is fpread about by Envy, that the Earl of Effex is again 
‘© fallen in Love with his faireft B—, [probably Bridges one 
of the Queen’s Ladies, fhe is mentioned p. 37.] ‘* which 
** cannot chufe but come to the Quecn’s Ears, then is he 
** undone, and all they that depend on his Favour. J pray 
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“ to God it may not turn to his Harm! fure I am the Coun- 
** tefs of Effex hears of it, and is greatly difquiet.” 

It is evident by the imprudent Condué of this great No- 
bleman in Jreland, and the handle That gave his Enemies, 
to work upon the Queen’s Mind to his Prejudice, that his 
Favour began to decline here even before his precipitate Re- 
turn ; Sir Robert Sydney’s want of Succefs in his Pretenfions 
at Court, is attributed to that Caufe: p. 121. ** My Lord, 
** tho’ you have fome Friends here, that are content to ulé 
** you kindly in ordinary Concerns, | find none that you 
** may boldly rely upon in any Matter of Honour or Prefer- 
*s ment; for I am told by one that obferves much here, 
‘© that the Hindrance of your Good is the Doubt they have 
*¢ of you, who have been for many Years moft inward, and 
“6 factioufly great with the Earl of E/fex.”’ 

Pag. 125, Is an Account of the Earl’s Conference with 
Tyrone, the Chief of the Jrifh Rebels, which was one princi- 
pal Caufe of his Commitment when he came home. ‘** Upon 
** Sunday laft, the 16th of September, Captain Law/fon came 
“© to Court with my Lord of E/éx’s Letter only to her Ma- 
‘ jefty ; it contained this,—That being in the Bronny with 
“© 2500 Foot, and 300 Horfe, the 5th of September, H. 
“© Hogan Conftable of Dungannon, a Man highly favoured 
“< of Tyrone, came from him to the Earl, to fignify his 
** Mafter’s Defire to parly with his Lordfhip; my Lord’s 
«< Anfwer was, that he wou’d not fpeak with him, but the 
“¢ next Day he fhou’d find him at the Head of his Troops. 
“© The 6th of Septem. my Lord, with 2000 Foot and 150 Horfe, 
«© went to the Top of a little Hill, near to Lough-Mill, where 
*¢ runs a little Ford, having left behind 500 Foot and 150 
“< Horfe to guard the Baggage. “Thence my Lord did defery 
*¢ fix Horfe near.the Ford on the other Side.—Tirone fent his 
** bafe Son again, to defire he might fpeak with my Lord, 
*‘ who then advancing his Horfe towards the Ford, Tirone 
“© only came, and thruft his Horfe into the Water to the 
© Skirts of the Saddle, (my Lord being on the other fide of 
“¢ the Ford afhore) and with his Hat in his Hand, full of 
** all Reverence and Refpeét, craved her Majefty’s Mercy, 
‘© and that his Lordfhip wou’d be a Means for it, that the 
*¢ Grievances of the Country might be heard; that he bore 

no Arms but for his own Defence again{t the Oppreffion 

of her Minifters; that he knew his Lordthip’s Strength 
was weak, that he had 5000 Foot, and 700 Horfe. 

When the Parley was ended, my Lord returned back, and 
* that Night made Choice of fix Commiffioners, to conclude 
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** fome Treaty of Peace. The 7th of September, Sir War- 
*© ram Santleger, Sit William Warren, Sit William Confta- 
“© ble, Sir Henry Davers, Secretary ; Henry Vooton, and ano- 
** ther, went from my Lord: and from Yirone, came Carmoc 
“* Adac Gennis, Mac Guire, Ever Mac Cowley, Henry Oving- 
<< ton, one Owen, brought up in Spain; and for Safety of 
“< our Commiffioners, four Hoftages were delivered, and my 
*¢ Lord’s Word taken for theirs, and this was concluded by 
“© Them; That a Ceffation of Arms fhould continue from 
*< fix Weeks to fix Weeks till May, which, upon fourteen 
“© Day’s Warning, might be broken; That if his Confe- 
*« derates did not agree to the fame Truce, it might be law- 
** ful to the Lord General to make War againft them, who 
“* fhould receive no Protection of Tirone; That if any 
*¢ Spoils were committed on either Side, Reftitution fhould 
‘© be made within twenty Days, and the Offenders feverely 
“* punifhed. For the Performance of thefe Covenants, the 
*¢ Lord General’s Word was taken, and Z7roxe’s Oath.”— 

Pag. 127, We find a Relation of the Earl’s firft Interview 
with the Queen after his Return without Leave, the Cir- 
cuinftances of which are remarkable enough. 

“© Upon Michaelmas Eve, about Ten o’Clock in the 
** Morning, my Lord of Efex lighted at the Court Gate in 
«< Poit, and made all Hafte up to the Prefence, and fo to 
«* the Privy-Chamber, and ftayed not till he came to the 
*¢ Queen’s Bed-Chamber, where he found the Queen newly 
*¢ up, the Hair about her Face; he knee'ed unto her, kiffed 

her Hands, and had fome private Speech with her, which 

feemed to give him great Contentment ; for coming from 
her Majefty to go fhift himfelf in his Chamber, he was 
very pieafant, and thanked God, though he had fuffered 
much ‘Trouble and Storms abroad, he found a fweet Calm 
at home. *Tis much wondered at here that he went fo 
boldly to her Majefty’s Prefence, fhe not being ready, and 
he full of Dirt and Mire, that his very Face was full of it. 

About Eleven he was ready, and went up again to the 
* Queen, and conferred with her till half ar Hour after 

‘Twelve. As yet all was well, and her Ufage very gra- 

cious towards him. He went to Dinner, and, during all 

that Time, difcourfed merely of his Travels and Journeys 
in ireland; of the Goodnefs of the Country, the Civilities 
of the Nobility that are true Subjects, of the great Enter- 
tainment he had in their Houfes, of the good Orders he 
found there. He was vifited frankly by all Sorts of Lords 

* and Ladies, and Gentlemen: only a Strangenefs is obferved 
‘ between him and Mr. Secretary, and that Party. As he 
s* was 
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“< was going from Dinner he fpicd me, and very honour- 
*¢ ably took me by the Hand, very kindly taking me 
“apart ; he demanded of me how your Lordthip did ; 
and when I heard from you? I anfwered, that you were 
well, but that you had fuffered much here. He defired 
“© me to commend him very heartily unto \ou; then he 
“© went up to the Queen, but found her much changed in 
‘© that fmall time ; for fhe began to call him to Qicttion 
for his Return, and was not fatisfied in the Manner of 
‘¢ his coming away, and leaving all things at fo great Ha- 
«¢ zard. She appointed the Lords to hear him, and to they 
‘© went to Council in the Afternoon ; Lord Chambcrlain, 
‘© Lord North, Mr. Secretary, and Mr. Comptroller; and he 
went with them, where they fat an Hour, but nothing 
‘¢ was determined or yet known ; belike it is referred toa full 


n“ .8# 
an 


. 
Lal 


- 
cal 


«¢ Council, for all the Lords are fent for to be here this Day. 
«s It is mifteufed that for his Difobedience he fhall be com- 
«¢ mitted, but that will be feen either this Day or To-mor- 
“© row. The manner of his Departure was thus; an Hour 
*¢ before he came away he called the Council at Dubiin ve- 
*¢ fore him, and acquainted them with his Refolution, 


‘ 


° 


committed the Sword te the Lord Chancellor, and the’i rea- 
furer ; and the Command of the Army to the Earl of 
‘© Ormond. There are come over with him the moft Part 
‘* of his Houfhod, and a great Number of Captains and 
Gentlemen, My Lord Southampton, Lord Donkelly, and 
others, are at London, but not come hither vet. 

That the Reader may judge of the defcriptive Parts of 
Mr. /Vhite’s Letters, 1 will prefent him with the Account he 
fends his Patron of an Audience of State given to Verrey- 
Ken, the Arch-duke’s Minifter, who was fent over by them 
to make Overtures of Peace, and prepare Matters for a more 


‘ 


a 


ial 


‘ 


Lal 


€ 


ns 


formal Treaty. ‘* Verriken was here Yefterday, and had 
*¢ Audience, and this was the Manner ; three Cocches were 
“¢ fent for him, the Lord Nottingham’s, Lord Chamberlsin’s, 
“© and Vorcefter’s. Mr. Edmunds and Lewhner were ‘eit to ac- 
** company him to Court ; at the Gate he was imer by 
ss Mr. Herbert and others,the bafe Court full of Pco: » the 
“© Hall the Lord Grey received him, where all the Oiicers of 
«* the Houfhold, plena Curia, were walking. He we u2ht 
‘6 to the Council Chamber, and having fail there 2 tittle 
*¢ while was brought to the great Chamver, full of Ladies, 
*¢ Gentlemen, and an extraordinary Company of the Guard. 
*¢ The Captains faluted him at the upper Fad, and fo he 
‘© pafled to the Prefence-Chamber, full of gicar I id 


** the fair Maids, attired in white, caceilen: 
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“¢ Lady Haftings, Lady Dudley, and Lady Nowel were there ; 
“© fo he patled to the Privy-Chamber, where the Ladies of 
© that Place were well accompanied ; and in the Withdraw- 
<* ing Chamber her Miajefty gave him Audience, and all the 
<< Lords of her Council were about her. His Followers were 
<< fuffered to enter in with him. He delivered his Letters, 
*¢ and after fome time pafled in Compliments with her Ma- 
‘¢ jefty, who was very pleafant with him, he was difimiffed 
*< with thefe Words: That fhe wou’d confider of his Let- 
*¢ ters, and he fhould hear from her again ; that fhe faw he 
“* came fully authorifed to fatisfy her, and confer with her ; 
¢¢ and fhe heard he was defirous to come to fee her, and 
** therefore was the moft welcome. It is true, replied he, 
*¢ T longed to take this Journey to have the Honour of fee- 
“< ing your Majefty, who for Node and Wifdom do excel 


*¢ all other Princes in the World; and I acknowledge myfelf 
** exceedingly bound to them that fend me, to have this Hap- 
** pinefs I now enjoy. Fe. 24, 1599. 

Rowland White’s Correfpondence is clofed in Octob. 1600, 
when Sir R. Sydrey \eft Fluoing, and it does not appear that 
he ever returned tnere again. Then follow the Letters of the 


two Deputy Governors Brown and Thregmorton, and fome 
others of a Miicellancous Kind ; but as this is one of the 
drieft Parts of the ColleGion, we fhall pafs it over in Silence, 
that we may detain the Reader a little longer on what is moe 
interefting. 

Robert the fecond Earl of his Name, was appointed Am- 
dafiador extraordinary to France in May, 1636, and con- 
tinued there with an Intervai only of a few Months till 1641. 
The Series of his Difpatches is pretty entire, and do Honour 
to his Talents and Application for Bufinefs. He was fent 

ver to propofe a reciprocal Exchange of Lerraine and the 

Palatinate, as the Groundwork of a general Peace ; but the 
French Court not lif?ning to this Overture, he was drawn 
into a Negociation of an auxiliary Treaty, for recovering the 
Ettates and Dignities of the Elector Palatine by Force of Arms, 
in cafe Offices of Interceflion had no weight with the Houfe 
of Auffria. In traniacting this Affair (the different Turns 
and Paces of which we have not Room to enumerate) my 
Lord was forced to contend with many Difficulties, proceed- 
ing fometimes from the Irrefolution and Inability of his 
Court, and the perplexed Inftructions of Secretary Coke ; at 
other times from the natural Infincerity of the p Mee and 
the Sufpicions they entertained (and not without fome Co- 
jour) that King Charles had no real Defign of breaking 
with the du/irian Family. However after a Twelve-months 
e 





Literary and Hiflorical REGIsTER. 391 


Negociation an Inftrument was agreed upon, and figned by 
the two Kings, as the Bafis of a future grand Alliance a- 
gainft the Emperor and his Adherents, the final Conclufion 
and fettling of which was referred to a Congrefs at Ham- 
burgh, whither the Dutch, the Swedes, and other Parties inte- 
refted were invited to fend their Minitters. Sir Thomas Roe was 
nominated on the Part of our King, Monfieur d@ Avaux on 
that of his moft Chriftian Majcfty, and Salvius was fent by 
Sweden from Lubec to mect and confer with them. But this 
great Project vanifhed into Smoak immediately ; for the 
‘Troubles of Scotland broke out in 1638, and foon engrofs’d 
the Attention of our Court, and various Incidents (related in 
the Letters) arofe, which produced a Spirit of Unkindnefs 
and Acrimony between us and France. 

Lord Leiceffer gives a very remarkable Account of a private 
Conference he had with Lewis XIII. when he communicated 
to him, by exprefs Order from hence, the * Letter in which 
the Scotch Covenanters implored his Proteétion againft their 
natural Prince.—** Laftly I told this King I was command- 
*¢ ed to come to him, and to let him know in his Ma- 
s¢ jefty’s Name, &c. as in the Order figned by his Ma- 
‘* jefty, and to acquaint him with a Letter which fome of 
** the principal Scotz/b Rebels had written and figned, and ad- 
‘¢ drefled unto him as their Sovereign. 4 moi! faid he, tak- 
*¢ ing himfelf up, as if he had ftarted a little; ‘Fe n’ai point 
‘* eu de Lettre. No, Sir, faid I, the Letter was intercept- 
*< ed. This I ventured to fay, though 1 knew not how the 
‘© King came by the Letter; and one of the Subfcribers 
“© (Lord Loudon) is taken, and in the Tower of London; 

and that your Majefty may fee this is no fuppofed or feign- 

ed Thing, he hath confeffed it, and acknowledged his own 

Superfcription: With that I unfolded the Letter, and told 

this King, it was indeed but a Copy, becaufe the King 

did keep the Original by himfelf, and that if he pleafed 

I would read it. He asked, whether it were in Engli/b 

or French ? I anfwered, in French : ‘Then he took it, and 

read it over 1 think more than once, for he held it a good 
while, and gave it me again, faying, Fe vous affure que je 
n’ai rien {cu de cela 5 sils font fi mal avifex que de m’ecrire, 
jen avertirai le Roy mon wate vous dis cela par avance, 
vous pourrez affurer le Roi mon Frere, que je n’at jamais eu, & - 

ne veux jamais avoir affaire avec eux, ni en bien, m en mal. I 

** humbly thanked him for this Affurance, and then I went on 
*¢ with 

*This Letter is to be found in Rufworth, and our other Hiftorians. 

It never was fent to the King of France ; and the Scotch infifted, that 


by. the Pacification of Berwick, a general Amnefty was granted for al! 
Offences committed before that Tume. 





a 













































392 Th MUSEU M: Or the 


with that which I was appointed to fay in Aggravation of 
<¢ the Scotch Offence, and to fhew his Majefty’s Confidence 
«¢ in the King’s AffeCtion and Juftice. Oui, faid he, le Roi 
<* mon Frere peut etre affeure de cela, que je n’aime les Rebelles, 
se & les feditieux, & ne les affifterai jamais contre leur Prince. 
s¢ Next, I repeated that Article wherein his Majefty faith, 
*¢ that for the Honour of the Nation he would have conceal- 
“ ed this Bufinets, &c. that the Ground of their Rebellion 
** was not Confcience nor Religion. Non! faid this King 
* interrupting me, ‘fe le croi; car ceft feulement un Pre- 

“ texte gue tous les Rebelles cherchent pour couvrir leurs 

*¢ mauvais deffeins ; but the true Ground thereof was 

*¢ their Hatred to Royalty and all Monarchical Govern- 

«< ment, wherein, faid I, both your Majefty and all the 

¢s Kings of the World have a commen and notable Interett. 

s¢ Your Majefty, concluded I, will then be pleafed, that | 

*¢ advertife the King my Mafter, of your Promife and Af- 

*¢ furance, that you will not countenance nor favour the 

s¢ Scots. Oui, faid lv, Fe vous prie ecriver le, au Roi mon 

ss Frere; car comme je vous ai dit, je n’affifterai point les Ecof- 

s¢ fots contre lui, ni aucunes autres Sujets contre leur Prince. 

<¢ Methought the King fpake this with much Affection to 

*¢ the King, and fhewed great Diflike of the Scots Proceed- r 
s¢ ings, and particularly of this Letter, which makes me con- 
*¢ fident that in his own Difpofition he doth abhor their Ac- 
¢ tions, &'c.” 

I thall only obferve on this Converfation, that the Diffi- 
mulation or Ignorance of his moft Chriftian Majefty muft 
appear in a very ftrong Light, to any one the leaft acquaint- 
ed with the Hiftory of thofe Times. For that Cardinal Rich- 
lieu fomented the Scotch Rebellion, is an incontrovertible Fact ; 
and the Provocation to it was, that Charles I. had the good 
Senfe to refufe coming into any Meafures for fuffering France 
and Holland to poflefs themfelves of the maritime ‘Towns in 
Flanders. 

There are fome Paflages in this Coileétion which bear 
hard on the Memory and Conduét of that Prince; one re- 
markable one may be found in a Letter of the Earl of Nor- 
thumberland to his Brother-in-law Lord Lerce/fer in December 
1640, wherein he tells the latter, that the King had given 
him a very cold Anfwer when he follicited his Majefty for 
fome new Preferment for his Lordfhip ; yet, fays the Earl, 
<< aflure yourfelf I will not give it over, though it happens a 
“© little unluckily ; for at this Time + I doubt the King is 
“© not very well fatisfied with me, becaufe 1 will not per- 
** jure myfelf for Lord Strafford. But 


+ This out of Cypher, 
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But the fevercft Cenfure is containe dina private Letter of the 
FE. of Sunderland to his Wife the Lady Derothy Sydney, dated it 

September 1642. He was a young Nobleman of great Ho- 
nour and an early Judgment, as Lord Clarendon tells us, and 
cannot be fufpected of any particular Biafs to the Parliament, 
fince he ferved all along as a Volunteer in the King’s Army, 
and loft his Life for him at the Battle of Newberry. “ My 
*¢ deareft Heart, the King’s Condition is much improved of 
s¢ late, his Force encreafe th da ily, which encreafeth the In- 
«¢ folence of the Papifts. How much I am diflatisfied with 
“¢ the Proceedings here, I have at large exprefled in feveral 
‘© Letters; neither is there wanting daily handfome Occafion to 
‘¢* retire, were it not for grinning “Honour; for let Cecafion be 
never fo heneboane, unlefs a Man were oP ed to fight on 
“¢ the Parliament Side, which for my Part I had rather be 
‘s hanged, it willbe faid without doubt, that a Man is afraid 
*© tofight. Ifthere could be an Expedicnt found, to falve the 
‘© Punctilio of Honour, I would not continue here an Hour. 
‘© The Difcontent that [and m:ny other honef Men receive 
“¢ daily, is be yond Exprediion. People are much divided ; the 
“‘ King is of late very much — to Peace by the Per 
“© fwalions of 202 andits. It is likewife conceived that the 
‘¢ King has taken a Refolution not to do any thing that way 
‘© before the Queen comes; for People adviling the King to 
‘© agree with the Parliament,was the Occatfion of the Queen’s 
‘© Return ; till that Time no Advice will be received, for 
*¢ People advifing the King to agree with the Parliament, 
‘© was the Occafion of her Maj jeity’s Return.”’-—In another 
Letter, he fays, ‘* that if the King or rather Papifts pre- 
& vail, we fhall be in a fad Conditic n, for they will be in- 
<¢ fupportable to all, but moft to us who have oppofed them : 
<¢ fo that if the King prevails by Force, I mutt not live at 
Home, which is grievous to me, but more to you, but 
** if—I apprehend I fhall not be fufiered to live in England, 
«6 yet I cannot find a Way to avoid both.’ 

Algernon Sydney is defervedly reckoned fo fine a Writer, 
that it would be tode -prive this Extract of one of its prin- 
cipal Ornaments, not to give the Reader a Tafte of his Share 
of the Collection. In a long Letter to his Father Lord Lei- 
cefter, from Rome (where h: retired for fome Months after 
the Refioration) he entertains him with the Characters of 
the moft eminent Cardinals of the Romiyh Court: They are 
all diftinguithed, as Priefts of this fort fhould be, with great 
Particulzrity of Defcription, and Force of Expreffion ; but [ 
Eee mutt 
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muft content myfelf with tranfcribing what he fays of Pal- 

the famous Antagonift of Fathe er Paul. 
“ Italy hath not a finer Wit than the third [ Pallavicint]} 
nor hath any Convent a Monk of a ftrifter Life. It is 
faid, that fix Pence a Day ferves him in Meat ; his Bread 
and Wine is furnifhed from the Palace ; Women never 
trouble his Thoughts, the Ufe of them is unknown to 
nim. He hath conftantly réfufcd great Church-livings ; 
and being lately prefled ‘by the Pope, who favours him 
very much, to receive one of great Value ; he anfwered, 
your Holinefs can add nothing to the Favour of giving me 
this Hat, but by employing me in fuch things as may 
be for your Service, and bear Teftimony of my Grati- 
tude : I want nothing elfe. He makes good his Words, 
receiving not above three or four thoufand Crowns a Year 
to keep up the State of a Cardinal, having had nothing 
before he came toit. He labours inceffantly in the knotty 
Bufinefles that require much Pains, and yi-ld no Profit ; 
this Humour defends him from having Rivals in his Preten- 
ces; he hath fhewed it is poflible for the fame Man to 
be excellent inthe Belles Lettres, and the moft deep and 
abftrufe Sciences. Ido not think he hath fo well joined 
the Theory and Practice of Bufinefs ; ; the extreme Acute- 
nefs of his Wit renders him admirable in the one, and fills 
his Head with Notions too nice and high for the other ; 
befides this, he hath lived more amongit “Books and Papers 
than Men. He ever aims at Perfeétion, and frames Ideas 
in his Fancy, not always proportionable to worldly Bufi- 
neffes; fometimes forgetting that the Counfels, as well as 
the Perfons of Men are ever defeStive; and that in Hu- 
man Affuirs, Governors and Minitters are not fo much to 
feek what is exactly good, as what is leaft evil, or leaft 
evil of thofe Things that he hath Power to accomplifh. 
id humble in his Behaviour, ay and 
ne 1 treatin go f his own Concerninents ; but in {pi- 
1 eccletiaitic Affairs, his Zeal renders him fharp 
Thefe Qualities fhew him to be an excellent 
vould render him an ill Pope, at leaft i 
f the Courtiers, who will not cndure to be 
y fo fharpa fighted Mafter, nor reformed 
ter Enemy to Corruption and Loofenefs ; 
ginning with himfelf, it is not hoped 

he will fpare others. 

In the Account we have given of this Work, Care has 
been taken to felect only fuch Paffages as related to a Fact of 
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Importance, or a Character of Note and Eminence ; but the 
Reader may be affured there are feveral no lefs material {till 
behind, which we have not Room fo much as to point out 
It were to be wifhed the Editor had attended with more Ex- 
actnefs to the Orthography and Pointing of the Text ; and 
that for the Benefit of fuch as would only contult thefe Vo- 
lumes for a particular Purpofe, the Indexes had been made 
larger and more complete: however they ought not to de- 
prive Mr. Collins of the Acknowledgments which are certain- 
ty due to him from all Lovers of Hittory, for having added 
one valuable Collection more to the original Papers we are 
already poffcfled of ; and ’tis to be lamented, that the Profit 
which accrues from the Publication of fuch Works, is fo 
feldom an Equivalent for the Labour of compiling, and the 
Expence of printing them. 





HISTORICAL MEMOIRS. 


The Hiftory, Political Conftitution, and Interefts of 
POLAN D. 


HERE are few Hiftories more confufed than that of 
T Poland, infomuch that we know little or nothing with 
Certainty, or at leaft with Certainty enough for our Purpofe, 
before the Reign of ‘fagellon, who mounted the Throne in the 
latter End of the fourteenth Century. He was Grand Duke 
of Lithuania and a Pagan; but upon his being eleéted King 
of Peland he became a Chriftian, and took Care to make 
his Subjeéts fo; and he alfo united his hereditary Dominions 
to thofe of Pcland, which induced the Poles to have fuch a 
Regard for his Memory, as to preferve the Crown in his 
Family until his Male Line extinguifhed in Sigi/mond Au- 
guflus in 1552. After much Confufion and a long Struggle 
between the two Factions, Henry Duke of Anjou, Brother 
to Charles IX. of France, was ele&ted King of Paland, in 
preference to Maximilian of Auftria; but before he had en- 
joyed the Crown four Months, his Brother died, and Henry 
returned privately into France, which Kingdom he governed 
by the Name of Henry III. and this EleGtion and fhort Reign 
introduced that Correfpondence between the French and the 
Poles which has fubfifted ever fince, but very littk to the 
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Advantage of the latter. At firft, the Nobility of Poland ex- 
prefied prodigious s Refentment oy the Ufage they had met 
with ; King Hi. “ry having taken the Advantage of a dark 
Night to make his Efcape and to defert that Throne, to 
which, not without much Troubleend ftrong Sclicitations, 
he had been admitted ; and therefore upon his Abdication, the 
Party which had efpoufed the Caufe of Maximilian of : fuftria, 
endeavoured to revive his Pretenfions, and to place upon his 
Head that Diadem which his Rival had quitted; but howe 
they were not able to carry their Point, the Majority of the 
Poles being inclined to chufe:a Prince that they were fure 
would refide amongft them ; a Thing they could no more 
expect from Jfaximilian than from Henry of Anjou, confider- 
ing the Views that Prince had in Germany. 

It was for this Reafon more efpecially, that they made 
Choice of Stephen Batort, ches ce of Iranfilvaxia, who had 
already gained a great Reputation by his Courage. He found 
notwithitanding fume Difiiculti ies to ftrugele with in the begin 
ning of his Reign; for a confideral a Party declared againtt 


hi m, and feized upon theCity of D antzick on the Behalf of 


Maximilian. King Stephen, however, took the wifcit Way to 
eftablifh himfelf on the Throne of Poland, by marrying 
Anne the Sitter of Sigifmund Auguflus, of the Royal Houte 
of ‘fagellon, which procured 3 the Affection of all his 
Subjects. After reducing Dantzick, he engaged in a War 
againft the Mufecvites, Fag whom he recovered all that 
they had taken from the Poles ; and his Succefs in this War 
enabled him to fettle the Uésrain, which in the Polifh Lan- 
guage fignifies the Frontier, which till his Time had been a 
wide and wild Defert. He was likewife the Author of the 
Military Tenures among the Poles, by which he rendered 
them the beft Cavalry in the World. But becaufe he very 
well knew that Horfe alone was not a Strength fufficient to 
defend fuch a Kingdom ; and was fenfible al o that the No- 
bility would never ferve on Ron, he devifed a new Militia 
compofed of the Ce/facks, a rough and barbarous Race of People, 
who had hitherto been the Pl legueand Scourge of Poland, and on 
whom he betftowed the Ufrain, where he fettled them in fucha 
Manner, that the Poles might always command a great Body 
of Infantry, without being at any Expence. Thus he wifely 
provided for the interior “Securit y of the Kingdom on one 
Hand, and for its Protection againft the Mufcovites, Tartars, 
and Turks on the other. For thofe People being in Part 
fettled in the Iflands of the Bo: y/thenes, or Nueper ; they from 
thence made the moit dreadful Incurfions by the Black Sea 
ins 
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into the Territories of the Turés, taking and burning the 
Cities Sinope and Trebifonde, and even pillaging the Suburbs of 
Conftantinople. This great King died in 1586, at a Time 
when he was engaged in a War with the Turks, and left be- 
hind him a Reputation as great asthat of any Prince of his 
Time, and bequeathed to thePoles as a Legacy, fuch a Military 
Ettablithment as duly attended to, would have always defend- 
ed them from the Ambition of their Neighbours ; but which 
by their Seditions, Faétions, and Corruption gradually de- 
cayed, and is now in a great meafure loft. 

"The Peace and Profperity of Poland, as it was reftored by 
King Stephen, feemed to be loft at his Death; for though at 
all the Polifh Eleétions, Difcord and Confufion had been 
and ftill are common ; yet we read of none fo great as at 
this Time, the Nation being equally involved in Religious 
and Political Difputes; fo that on one Side the Lutherans 
came into the Field with ten thoufand Men, and on 
the other the Senate had a great Body of good Troops to fup- 
port the Catholick Caufe. The Competitors for the Crown 
were three, each fupported by a numerous and powerful Fac- 
tion. ‘The firft was Theodore, Czar of Ruffia; the fecond 
Maximilian, Arch-Duke of Auffria, who now for the third 
Time pretended to the Crown ; the third was Sigi/mund, 
Prince of Sweden. It was urged in favour of the firit, that 
if he was eleSted he would render Poland the moft Powerful 
Monarchy in Europe, by adding thereto all the Dominions of 
Rujfia. The perional good Qualities of the fecond were 
chicfy infifted upon, and which is pretty fingular, he was 
fupported by the Pope’s Nuncio and the Lutherans ; as for the 
latt,zhe was the Son of the Sifter of their late King Sigi/mund,and 
confequently the Heir Male of the l'amily of ‘fagellon, and 
by the Affiftance of the Senate, was chofen on the ninth of 
Auguft 1587. The Arch-Duke Maximilian however march- 
ed with an Army into Poland to difpute this Election, but 
was routed in two Engagements ; and in the laft made Pri- 
foner, and was obliged to renounce all his Pretenfions to the 
Crown of Poland. By this Means Sigi/mund UI. became the 
peaceable Poflefior of the Kingdom, but was difappointed in 
the Defign he had formed of keeping that of Sweden alfo: 
for as he was a violent Papift, the Swedes refufed to acknow- 
ledge him, and therefore placed upon the Throne the Duke 
of Sundermania, which occafioned a long War between the 
two Kingdoms. He reigned 44 Years, and in that Time gave 
fignal Proofs of his Courage and Conduét, particularly againft 
the Turks, tho’ in the Wars againft the Swedes he was very un- 
fortunate, He 
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He was fucceeded tho’ not without a great Struggle, by his 
eldeft Son Uladiflaus VII. who was chofen the 3th of No- 
vember, 1632. This Monarch proved very fucce®ful in the 
Beginning cf his Reign againft the Ruffiens, the Turks, and 
Swedes ; forcing each of ‘them to make Peace with the Poles 
upon Terms advantageous to that Nation. For in the Year 
1637, Difturbances broke out with the Coffac As for the Po- 
lib Nobility having acquired great Eftates in the Ukrain, 
prevailed upon the. King to take away from that Militia the 
Privileges granted them by King Stephen, which proved of 
very bid Confequence to the Nation; that Difpute lafted 
longer than that King’s Life, which determined on the 20th 
of May, 1648. He was fucceeded by his Brother, ‘fobz Ca- 
fimir, who had aimed at the Crown when Uladi/laus was 
chofen, afterwards became Jefuit, and was promoted to the 
Rank ofa Cardinal, which he refigned in hopes of the Crown. 
After his Election he married his Brother’s Widow, a French 
Woman ; to whofe Intrigues were chiefly owing all the Mif- 
fortunes that attended his Reign. We have in our Account 
of the Kingdom of Sweden fhewn how he was driven out of 
his Kingdom by King Charles Guflavus, but how he got 
Poflefion of it again is a Point of Hiftory fo little known, 
that it may not be amifs to infert it here. The Danes 
having attacked the Swedi/f Dominions, King Charles offered 
to give up all his Conquelts in Pcland for 800000 Rixdollars, 
which Offer was readily accepted; but the Poles found it 
very difficult to raife the Money. The Elector of Branden- 
bourgh, who had called in the Swedes, perceiving that he was 
like to lofe their Affiftance, p..vately propofed to the Poles to 
pay this Money and to aflift them againft the Swedes, if they 
would renounce the Sovereignty of the Ducal Pruffia, which 
he held as a Vaflal to the Crown of Poland : this was ac- 
cepted and performed on both Sides, and ratified in the famous 
Treaty of Oliva, by which the Poles ended all their Dif- 
ferences with their Neighbours. This Circumftance Sir Ro- 
bert Southwell declared, at a Meeting of the Royal Society, 
he had from the Mouth of the Eleétor of Brandenbourgh. 
After this King Cafimir might have reigned in Peace, if he 
had not formed a Project to render himicif abfolute, in order 
to which he raifed an Army of 30000 Men, moft of them 
Germans. But this Delign being difcovered, Prince Ludbo- 
mirfki, the Crown we at the Head of the Polish Troops, 
fell upon the King’s Army, defeated them totally, and made 


their General, who wasa Freuchm¢ an, Prifoner. 
We 
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We need not wonder that after fuch a Blow as this, the 
King fhould be out of Humour with his Subjet “is, or that 


his Subjeéts fhou’d have no longer any Confidence in fuch a 
Prince ; but the Methods he took to be revenged on them 
deferves to be made known, more efpecially as they pro- 


1 


ceeded from the Advice ines him by his French Queen, 
and thofe of her Nation, whom fhe procured to be admitted 
into his Council. In the firft Place, he excited the Coffacks 
to rebel, and to throw off their Subjection to Poland, a Thing 
fo bafe as it would never have been believed, if he had not 
been weak enough to have written a Letter under his own 
Hand to their Generals for that Purpofe, which they pro- 
duced, and thereby proved it inconteftibly. Another Scheme 
of his, ftill meaner than the former, anfwer’d his End more 
effectually. He pretended to be very my for the Mifchiefs 
he had occafioned, and having called a Diet at Lec opold, he there 
propofed redreffing publick Grievances, and paying the Army. 
The beft Expe dient to effect this, was to call in all the Gold 
and Silver of the Kingdom, and recoin it. But this having 
been found deficient, the States confented to have vaft Quan- 
tities of Copper coined, which before had been very fcarce 
in the Country, and to raife its intrinfick Value to almoft 
double the common Standard. With this Money the King 
paid the Publick for what they brought in, as likewife the 
Arrears of the Army, but kept ail the Gold and Silver, 
which he afterwards remitted into France, and foon followed 
himfelf, when he had beggared the Nation, for which the Poles 
abhor his Name even to this Day. He had now reigned 
twenty Years with very little Quiet, and lefs Credit ; he faw 
plainly that it was impofible for him to enjoy the One, or 
to recover the Other in Peland; and theretore he refolved 
to refign the Crown, which he accordingly did in the Church of 
St. Fo » Wi ar faw, Sep. 16, 1668; and afterwards retiring 
into ory: dyedst Neversin Decemb. 1671. But as he was 
Abbot of St. Germains at Paris, he was buried there under 
a magnificent ‘Tomb of Brafs, with a pompous Latin Infcrip- 
ry attributing to him many Virtues which he never had, 

ind in which there is not the leaft mentioned of thofe Follies 
and Vices by which he loft his Honour and his Crown. 

This Refienation threw the Kingdom of Poland into frefh 
Diftrastions, for immediately four Candidates declared them- 
felves; the Firft was the Great Prince of Ruffa, on whofe 
Behalt the Czar his Father made great Offers. The Second 
was the Duke of Newbourg, fupported | by the French Intereft. 

Che Third was the Duke of Ler/ain, who had the German 
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Faétion for his Friends. The Fourth was the Son of ttie 
Prince of Conde, efpoufed by many of the Polifh Nobility out 
of Refpeét to his Father. The Firft and the Laft of thefe 
Candidates were foon laid afide, but the Fa@tions of the other 
Two were of fuch equal Strength, that a Civil War was appre- 
hended. The Palatine Opalinfki however changed the whole 
Face of Affairs by a Speech, in which he told them that it 
was a Shame they fhould either admit of a Foreign Prince, 
or fuffer Foreigners to prefcribe to them who thould be their 
King ; that their Anceftors did not act in this Manner ; but 
when they found themfelves in fuch a Situation, made Choice 
of their Countryman Piaflus, diftinguifhed only by his Vir- 
tues, who governed them fo prudently, that tho’ he lived to be 
one Hundred and Twenty, his Death was as much regretted 
as if he had been cut off in the Flower of his Age. This Speech 
was fo well received that the whole Affembly cried out, A - 
Piaft! A Piaf! which is now become a Phrafe to exprefs a 
Polifh Candidate in Oppofition to a Stranger. At the next 
Meeting the fame Palatine Prince was called upon to name 
one of the Nobility worthy of the Crown; upon which he 
made another Speech, at the Clofe of which he propofed 
Prince Michael Wiefncwifki, who was defcended from a Bro- 
ther of ‘Fagellon. He was not remarkable for Parts, for Cou- 
rage, or Fortune ; and it was generally fufpected that he was 
mention’d to make Way for fome other more powerful Noble 
man ; but it fo fell out, that as the Palatine proneunced his 
Name, a Swarm of Bees flew over his Head, upon which the 
People cried out unanimoufly, God fave King MICHAEL. 
That Prince, who was prefent himfelf, broke out into Tears, 
declared himfelf very unfit for a Crown, und begged they 
would proceed to a new Election, but it was to no Purpofe; 
the Diet perfifted in their Choice, fo he became a King whe- 
ther he would or not. 
(To be continued, ) 


The END of Number X. 








